THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
Palm Sunday

The Episcopal Church of the Atonement
March 28, 2021
10:00 am
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Voluntary
François Couperin

Benedictus-Cromhorne en taille from Messe des Paroisses

Welcome
The Rector
John 12:12-16
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young
donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is
coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been
done to him.
Celebrant

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

People

Then, all sing the hymn.
Hymnal 154 vv. 1-3

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example
of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated.
First Reading

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Read by Jan Parks

A reading from Isaiah
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens – wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my
face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let
them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31: 9-16
9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief,
and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me;
they plot to take my life.
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. *
I have said, "You are my God.
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15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me."
Second Reading

Philippians 2:5-11

Read by Debbie Bruno

A reading from Philippians
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Hymn 168 vv. 1-3

O sacred head sore wounded
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The Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47
Response

Read in parts
Herzlich tut mich verlangen
free improvisation on the tune by Scott Bailey

Max Reger

The Prayers of the People
With the words, “Do this in remembrance of me,” at the Passover supper in the Upper Room, Jesus
included us in his journey, a way of the cross that was transformed by God’s redeeming love for us.
Let us be mindful of the redemptive love of Jesus as we pray:
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
Let us be of the same mind that was in Jesus Christ, obedient to the point of death.
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
Let the leadership in our Church never be silenced in its efforts to praise God joyfully with a loud
voice.
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
May the leaders of all nations and those who have a voice of authority learn to speak and act with
the humility demonstrated by Jesus Christ, our Lord.
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
Let us remember this day all those throughout our world who suffer at the hands of their enemies
and those who persecute them. May they know the mercy of God which endures forever.
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
May we be quick to recognize the needs of those around us and to respond with the same mercy and
love that God has extended to us.
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
There are those in our midst who are consumed with sorrow, grief, and affliction.
(Pause to name, silently or aloud, those who are in need of God’s grace)
Let us pray that they find solace in the trust they place in God.
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
Let us be mindful of all those who have died and departed this life believing in the loving kindness
of our God to save them, especially Sharon Bulley Parks and her father, Gilbert Bulley, for whom
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the candles on the Schlactensee Cross are given; Samuel and Judith Stroud for whom the altar
candles are given, the Kittredge Family for whom the palms are given; and Henry and David
Horkun, for whom the sanctuary lamp burns.
(Pause to name those whom the congregation wishes to remember)
Trusting in God’s saving grace, we pray:
In your loving kindness, save us, O God.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
From Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare
Lord of the swaying palms, the stones of earth and beasts of burden bear witness to your coming: lead
us from the violence of empire and the collusion of crowds to a heart of flesh, a world re-made and a
new song for all creation; through Jesus Christ, the Crucified God. Amen.
The Peace
Priest
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Welcome and announcements

The Great Thanksgiving
When we gather, we are happy to receive an offering of “our life and labor” which we present to God.
• If you are able to continue to give weekly, or on a regular schedule, please do so. You may send a check
through the mail or arrange with your bank to make a regular payment, OR
• Give electronically by signing up with Tithe.ly
• If your income has been reduced due to the requirement for social distance, we ask that you give what you can.
• If you are in need, please be in touch with us, so that we may offer assistance.
• We anticipate the need to offer assistance;
if you can make a contribution beyond what you usually give, please do so.
• At this time when we are not decorating our Altar with beautiful flowers, memorials may be offered toward
the purchase of audio and video equipment to allow us to livestream our services.
Thank you for your care of God’s people as we are drawn closer to God’s grace and reach out even more in God’s love.
Anthem

When I survey the wondrous cross

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant continues
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all holy God, source of life and fountain
of mercy. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that
he might draw the whole world to himself; and by his suffering and death, he became the source
of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with Angels and Archangels and will all the company of heaven who for ever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus

Scott Bailey

The people stand or kneel.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come,
your kingdom come,
thy will be done,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil.
and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory,
and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen.
now and for ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei

Scott Bailey

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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While those in the church receive the Holy Eucharist, those at home are invited to offer this prayer of Spiritual
Communion:
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed
Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving.
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot at this time receive
communion, I pray you to come into my heart.
I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.
Let nothing separate me from you; let me live and die in your love. Amen.
Communion Anthem

Jesus, Remember Me

Taizé

Postcommunion Prayer
Book of Common Prayer, p. 366
Priest
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Prayer over People
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross;
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
Dismissal
The priest dismisses the people, who respond
Thanks be to God.
Hymn

Ride on, ride on in majesty
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Voluntary

Reflection on the tune of “Bangor”

Scott Bailey

Sources and Permissions
Except as noted within the text of the service leaflet:
The structure and words of our service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our
Worship, The Book of Occasional Services, and Prayers for an Inclusive Church Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven
Shakespeare. (All by Church Publishing.) The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is adapted from St. Augustine’s
Prayer Book, a publication formerly of the Order of the Holy Cross, and now of Forward Movement
Publications.
The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Church of Christ in the USA.
Hymns are taken from The Hymnal 1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, and Wonder, Love, and Praise, (All
by Church Publishing), and Songs & Prayers from Taizé (GIA Publications, Inc.).
Permission to print/post hymns for congregational use is granted by Rite Song and/or One License
and permission to podcast/stream the music in this service is granted by One License: #A-723294.

Altar Guild
Linens

The Ministers of the Liturgy
Rebecca Kreke and Lesley Frazar
Debbie Randzio

Narrator
Jesus
High Priest
Bystander
Disciple
Peter
Judas
Witness
Servant Girl
Pilate
Soldier
Centurion

Passion Gospel Readers
Debbie Randzio
Scott Bailey
Jim Baarnes
Claudia Turner
Lois Coffey
David Dashiell
Sherrie Denison
The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud
Sandra Chamberlain
Jan Parks
Phil Siska
Bill Stroud

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Maundy Thursday, April 1
7 pm Holy Eucharist and Stripping of Altar
Livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook
Good Friday, April 2
10 am Zoom Holy Week for Children
Noon Passion Gospel and Solemn Collects
On YouTube and Facebook Live
Holy Saturday, April 3
8 pm The Great Vigil of Easter
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Go to atonementwestfield.org for link
The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher preaching
Easter Day, April 4
9am The Easter Story presented by Families of Atonement
Premier on YouTube and Facebook
10
Holy Eucharist
Livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook
Drive by to receive Communion between Noon and 1 pm
Other Events at Church this Week
Sunday, March 28
Monday, March 29
Wednesday, March 31
Thursday, April 1
Sunday, April 4

Palm Sunday
11:00 am Coffee Hour on Zoom
8:00 pm AA
7:00 pm OA
7:30 pn NA
Drive by to receive communion between until 1 pm

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Please use this list in your daily prayers. We are happy to add your concerns.
Please contact Program Minister Jess Lee at program@atonementwestfield.org
or call 562-5461 ext. 100.
The Sanctuary Lamp burns to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Henry and
David Horkun, given by Regina Horkun
Altar Memorials are given to the Glory of God by the Kittredge Family.
Anglican Communion Cycle of Prayer Pray for Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui
Diocesan Prayer Cycle Saint James and Andrew, Greenfield; Lay employees of our
Diocese; clergy spouses and families; Episcopal Church Missionary Community; Society of
Saint John the Evangelist (SSJE)
At this time of pandemic we remember before God all who died and all who are suffering
due to the COVID 19 virus and we thank God for all doctors, nurses, medical technicians,
hospital workers, essential workers, research scientists, and all working to distribute vaccines.
For the departed remembering especially those murdered in Atlanta and Boulder
For these families and individuals Art, Anne, Jean, Ruth, Virginia, Ruby, Thelma, Vivian,
Connie, Seth, Candy, Betty, Jeff, Bonnie, Edward, Irida, Bryan, Jayden, Jillian, Jasmin, Steve,
Mary, Kris, Florence, David, Lesley, Ciro, Christina, Andrea, Ted, Ginni, Rebecca, Owen,
Scott, Bill, Becky, Mark, Iris, Jenny, Theodore, Hilda, Cheryl, Brad, Sarah, Skip, Marcia,
Ruth, Amrita, Len, Hallie, Chris, Paul, Dick, Lyla, Scott, Jeff, Michelle, Jennie, Suzanna,
Marcel, Lyn, Jarena Grace
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
VISITING THE CHURCH While we cannot gather in the church, individuals or families may visit
the church for private prayer, or to receive Communion. Visits should be scheduled in advance with Mother
Nancy or Program Minister Jess. The office is open every Tuesday through Friday from 9 am to 12:30
pm. Other times to visit may be arranged.
BELOVED COMMUNITY COMMISSION to facilitate online conversations about PBS series
The Black Church. The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This Is Our Song is a moving four-hour, two-part
series from executive producer, host and writer Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the Alphonse Fletcher
University Professor at Harvard University and director of the Hutchins Center for African and
African American Research, that traces the 400-year-old story of the Black church in America, all the
way down to its bedrock role as the site of African American survival and grace, organizing and
resilience, thriving and testifying, autonomy and freedom, solidarity and speaking truth to power.
Conversations will be held on Wednesday April 14th, and April 21st at 6 PM on Zoom. Email
Jess Lee or Mother Nancy to register.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS is available on our YouTube Page,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTADulzhJCg. It includes 14 stations and musical interludes
prepared by clergy from the Hampden Deanery and Bishop Fisher. You can pray and walk along
the stations at any time.
COVID-19 VACCINATIONS As eligibility increases for COVID-19 vaccines, please let us know
how we can help. If you need help making a vaccination appointment online or getting to that
appointment, please call the church office at 413-562-5461. Mother Nancy and Jess are happy to
help make appointments and/or drive you to that appointment.
STEWARDSHIP WE ARE GRATEFUL that so many have been faithful in financial
contributions as well donations of your time, talents, and food, books, and clothing for our on-going
giving ministries. Our extremely lean operating budget for the year is in deficit. If you have not
made a financial gift to the church this year, we ask that you give what you can.
To join any announced Zoom meeting, email Mother Nancy at nwstroud@atonementwestfield.org
for the link.

The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud, Rector
Jess Lee, Program Director
Scott A. Bailey, Music Director
A parish of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts
The Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher, Bishop
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